Appl.No. 10/666,290 

Response to Office Action of August 1 1, 2005 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application. 

Claim 1 (currently amended) An oropharyngeal device for insertion into the 
mouth of a patient comprising: 

a. a body having a distal end and a proximal end, the body sized such that when 
the distal end of the body is inserted into the mouth of the patient until the proximal end is 
disposed outside and adjacent to the patient's mouth, the distal end is disposed within the 
pharynx above the epiglottis and at a distance from the epiglottis ; 

b. at least one channel forming at least one airway in the device body extending 
between the proximal end and the distal end of the device body; 

c. at least one first conduit in the device body for conveying an inhalant gas to the 
patient that extends from the proximal end to the distal end of the device body; 

d. at least one second conduit for suctioning that extends from the proximal end 
to the distal end of the device body; and 

e. at least one third conduit for sampling gas exhaled by the patient that extends 
from the proximal end of the device body and terminates at a position in the channel. 

Claim 2 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein at least 
one of the at least one first, second, and third conduits is disposed within the device body. 

Claim 3 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the at 
least one first, second, and third conduits are independently disposed within the at least one 
channel. 

Claim 4 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the at 
least one first, second, and third conduits are independently disposed partly within the device 
body and partly within the at least one channel. 
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Claim 5 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the 
third conduit terminates at a position within the channel corresponding to the mouth of the 
patient. 

Claim 6 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the 
device body has a length from its proximal end to its distal end and the at least one third conduit 
terminates within the channel at a location within the two-thirds of the device body length closest 
to the proximal end of the device body. 

Claim 7 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the at 
least one channel has a U-shaped cross section. 

Claim 8 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the at 
least one channel has a closed cross section. 

Claim 9 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the 
device is rigid and functions as a bite block. 

Claim 10 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the 
first, second, and third conduits each independently have an inside diameter between 2mm and 
5mm. 

Claim 1 1 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the 
first, second, and third conduits are coupled to connectors at the proximal end of the device for 
connecting to an inhalant gas source, a suctioning device, and a gas sampling device, 
respectively. 

Claim 12 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 further 
comprising at least one flexible extension conduit coupled to at least one of the first, second, and 
third conduits at the proximal end of the device body. 
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Claim 13 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 further 
comprising a flange at the proximal end of the device for preventing the proximal end of the 
device body from entering the mouth. 

Claim 14 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 further 
comprising at least one right-angled connector coupled to at least one of the first, second, and 
third conduits at the proximal end of the device wherein the right-angled connector bends at a 
right angle with respect to a surface of the device body at its proximal end. 

Claim 15 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 6 wherein the at 
least one channel has a closed cross section, the at least one first conduit is disposed within the 
device body, and the at least one second conduit is disposed within the device body. 

Claim 16 (original) A method for establishing and maintaining an airway 
comprising the steps of: 

a. inserting the device according to claim 1 into the mouth of the patient until the 
proximal end is outside of and adjacent to the patient's mouth; 

b. connecting at least one inhalant gas source to the at least one first conduit; 

c. connecting at least one suctioning device to the at least one second conduit; 

and 

d. connecting at least one gas sampling device to the at least one third conduit. 
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